
The Museum of Me! 

Museums are amazing places! They come in all shapes and sizes, and do the important jobs of collecting, looking after and 

showing people objects (and buildings!) that help us understand the story of the past. 

There are museums that tell a whole variety of stories. The Museum of London (www.museumoflondon.org.uk) tells the story of 

London from prehistoric times to now; The British Lawnmower Museum (www.lawnmowerworld.co.uk ) tells the story of 

…….Lawnmowers! 

Guess what story the Tank Museum in Dorset tells us?! Do some research, what’s the most unusual museum you can find? 

Shire Hall is an unusual museum, we don’t have lots of objects like some museums, but we do tell some amazing and important 

stories using our amazing original 1797 courthouse building, original records and the amazing objects we have. Those stories tell 

us about people in the 1700 and 1800s whose lives were changed forever in our courtroom.  

 Come and visit us when we are back open, sit in the cells and imagine what it was like to be a child prisoner, or stand in the 

dock and face the Judge! Whilst we are waiting to welcome you back to Shire Hall, we have been making our own museums at 

home.  

This is my ‘Museum of Me!’, it’s full of things that are important to me and tell my story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why don’t you have a go at making a ‘Museum of Me!’ too? 

You can make a photo or image gallery like I’ve done here. Or, you could collect objects and arrange them in an exhibition in 

your home. Don’t forget to write a label or panel explaining what you have put in your Museum and why. 

Send us a photo of your exhibition or gallery and tell us all about YOUR ‘Museum of Me’ 

Email anne.brown@shirehalldorset.org  

 

 

This is Harry Parker. In 1873 he was put on trial at Shire Hall for 

setting fire to a stable. He was only 7 years old. Harry’s story is 

important to me because it shows us how children were treated 

in the past and helps us think about changes over time, and what 

we can do to make things better today and in the future. 

The courtroom at Shire Hall. It’s a very special and awe-

inspiring space. You can stand and imagine what it would be 

like to be on trial there in the 1700 and 1800s. It’s 

frightening, blindingly light after the dark cells and makes it 

easy to put yourself in the shoes of people in the past. 

Two of my favourite books, I even read about 

history when I am not at work! 

My wonky pot! It’s not beautiful and it won’t end 

up in an art gallery, but I really enjoyed making my 

wonky pot and every time I look at it, it makes me 

smile! 
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